
WAVD AC Meeting 
Minutes 

May 16, 2026 

Attended:    
Susan Paterson (SP) — President of WAVD 
Peter Forsythe (PF) — Treasurer at WAVD, Member-at-Large 
Stephen White (SW) — Secretary of WAVD, Secretary and President-de-Facto of WCVD8 
Lara Tomich (LT) — Representative of AAVD 
Mandy Burrows (MB) — President of WCVD9 
Julie Lefrancois (JL) — Representative of CAVD 
Wendi Roldán (WR) — Representative of SLDV 
Chiara Noli (CN) — Representative of ECVD 
Chie Tamamoto-Mochizuki (CT) — Representative of AiSVD 
Stefan Hobi (SH) — Representative of AiCVD 
Rusty Muse (RM) —Representative of ACVD 
Katarina Varjonen (KV) — Representative of ESVD 
Nagarajan Balasubramanian (NB) — Representative of IAVD 
Luc Beco (LB) — President of WCVD11 
Alberto Martin Cordero (AC) — President LACVD 
Michael Rossi (MR) — Member-at-Large 
Catherine Outerbridge (CO) — President of WCVD10, 
Secretariat Central (SC) – WAVD Secretariat 

Regrets:  
Vincent Defalque (VD) — WCVD11 vice-president 
Jeylan Aslan (JA) — Representative of DCANZCVS 
Galia Sheinberg (GS) — Member-at-Large 

*Agreement/Motions passed 
*Action Required                    

I. Declaration of Interest 

There were no new declarations of interest. 

II. Approval of Minutes from last meeting 

MOTION – The minutes from the 17 January 2026 AC Meeting were approved. (KV/SW M/S/C) 

III. Action Items from the last meeting 

African dermatology Association: SP to meet with working group to work on creating regional small animal 
associations that will grow into an African veterinary dermatology association and become a member of WAVD. SP 
reported that discussions with the working group continue and progress is being made. Ongoing. 

Koji Nishifuji to reach out to list of scholars about becoming an AiSVD member. SH/CT to present update at next 
meeting. SH and CT provided an update regarding ongoing membership outreach efforts. Ongoing. 

AC to send COI forms to SW or Secretariat Central. Most forms have now been received. Ongoing. 

AiCVD: Koji Nishifuji to bring a formal proposal on how to include Indian Veterinarians as Diplomates in the 
AiCVD to the next AiCVD meeting. Discussions continued regarding pathways and revised criteria for Indian and 
other Asian applicants. Ongoing. 

Social Media: MR to put together some social media guidelines (what is going to be shared). Discussion to continue 
at the next meeting. Ongoing 



Social Media: All AC members to share good news stories through MR. Ongoing 

Any AC members unable to complete verification (in regards to requirements of the WAVD registered as a charity in 
the UK) online to inform PF so a third-party company can be sought. Four members still require alternative 
verification arrangements due to passport issues. Ongoing. 

KV to confirm with the ESVD that they are alright with sharing the webinar to post on the WAVD website. Webinar-
sharing discussions remain unresolved. Ongoing 

Any additional questions can be sent to SP to be collected and sent to the organizing committee. Ongoing. 

KV to invite approved individuals to sit on the Shindelka approval panel. No nominations have yet been received, 
and thecall for them will be re-advertised. Ongoing. 

SP to speak with CN to move forward with the bursaries for WCVD11. In progress. 

SP to meet with Dechra representative to progress the Otitis Consensus Guidelines and sponsorship thereof. 
Meetings have taken place and the guidelines project continues to progress, hopefully having the first part by mid-
summer. Ongoing. 

SP will follow up with previous social media action items. Ongoing. 

Matters for Decision: 

IV. Treasurer’s Report 

PF presented the Treasurer’s Report, everything seems to be going in the right direction since the WCVD10. 

MOTION – The WAVD Treasurer’s Report was approved. (SW/CO M/S/C) 
Matters for Discussion: 

V. Update WVDD 

The committee discussed the success of the World Veterinary Dermatology Day (WVDD). Outstanding sponsorship 
and VIP payments totaling approximately £37,000 are still being processed. GS is currently managing these items 
but was unable to attend the meeting. 

The committee agreed that WVDD was highly successful in terms of registrations and global outreach, with 
participation from approximately 164 countries. Members noted that the event successfully promoted veterinary 
dermatology to a significantly broader audience. SP emphasized that financial gain had been secondary to 
educational outreach and increasing awareness of WAVD activities. 

Several members expressed support for future WVDD events: 

• AC noted that annual events may be difficult to sustain at the current scale and suggested consideration of 
holding the event between World Congress years instead. 

• MB commented that the audience differed from the traditional congress audience, which may provide 
sponsorship and outreach advantages. 



• SH and CT agreed that the event was highly successful from an Asian perspective, although time zone 
differences remained challenging. 

• WR stated that the event generated strong momentum and reached a significantly broader audience than 
traditional meetings. 

• JL reported that the CAVD had received positive sponsor feedback, particularly regarding sponsor speaking 
opportunities between sessions and the global outreach achieved. 

• KV expressed caution regarding the sustainability of sponsorship support if the event were held annually 
and noted that the ESVD board was leaning toward not supporting yearly implementation. 

• LB reported mixed views within the European board, with strong support for the educational aspects and 
recognition that the initiative improves WAVD visibility and may provide additional revenue outside of the 
World Congress cycle. 

SP requested that all Administrative Committee members discuss the future of WVDD with their respective boards 
and provide a definitive response to WAVD Secretariat Central by the end of May regarding whether they support 
continuation of the initiative. 

All AC members to consult with their boards regarding the WVDD2027 event and provide feedback to SC/SP by the 
end of May. 

SC to e-mail all AC members to send their decision about WVDD2027 by the end of May. 

VI. Creation of a Veterinary Dermatology Museum (Oral Report) 

CN introduced the concept of creating a Veterinary Dermatology Museum or archive to preserve books, conference 
documents, photographs, and historical memorabilia related to veterinary dermatology. 

SP and several committee members expressed strong support for the idea. Discussion included the possibility of 
identifying a university partner with sufficient space to house physical materials. Members also discussed the 
possibility of creating a virtual museum or digital archive to preserve historical contributions from veterinary 
dermatologists globally. 

AC suggested that committee members discuss the proposal with their respective organizations before further 
development. 

All AC members to discuss the Veterinary Dermatology Museum concept with their respective boards/member 
organization and revisit the topic at the next meeting. 



VII. WCVD12 – Oral   

SW reported that the official call for nominations and bids for WCVD12 has been distributed. CT advised that Asian 
groups are interested in submitting a bid. SW additionally reported being contacted by a Professional Congress 
Organizer (PCO) in London expressing interest in hosting a future congress. They were advised to consider 
WCVD13 rather than WCVD12. 

LB noted that the current bid documentation specifies that bids must have support from regional member 
organizations. LB also advised that while attending IMEX Frankfurt, he may attempt to meet with representatives 
from interested Asian groups if scheduling permits. 

VIII. African Vet Derm Group  

SP referred members to the appendices distributed prior to the meeting. Anita Patel has requested WAVD support for 
an inaugural meeting of an African Veterinary Dermatology Group. The committee discussed the possibility of 
providing financial support of up to £1,500 toward the initial meeting. 

The Administrative Committee was generally supportive of the proposal. Members agreed that any financial support 
should be tied to submission of a report and photographs following the event so that WAVD can utilize the materials 
for future promotion and reporting purposes 

CNadditionally noted that speakers for the African stream of the World Congress may potentially be identified 
through Anita Patel’s network and contacts 

SP to continue to follow up with Anita Patel regarding projected costs, reporting expectations, and next steps for 
WAVD support of the African Veterinary Dermatology Group inaugural meeting.	  

Matters for Report: 

IX. Update WCVD11 – Oral 

Planning for WCVD11 is progressing well. The advanced stream and wet labs are largely complete, and organizers 
now have a strong understanding of the structure for the basic program, although speakers have not yet all been 
finalized. 

CN reported that a meeting with the ISVD Board was completed and agreement was reached regarding the 
organization of the joint event. Guidelines have now been submitted. 

LB reported ongoing work related to VAT management and financial planning. Further meetings are planned 
between CN, VD, and Claudia Nett to review organizational planning and logistics. 

X. Update Call for Speakers – Oral 

SP reported that 13 individuals have currently submitted their names through the speaker call process. Applicants 
include representatives from: 



• India (5) 

• Peru (1) 

• Japan (1) 

• Italy (1) 

• Brazil (1) 

• Indonesia (1) 

• Zambia (1) 

• Spain (1) 

• Panama (1) 

SC to send the speaker applications received for WCVD11 and WVDD2027 to Chiara Noli and Galia Sheinberg, 
respectively. 

XI. Consensus Guidelines Update – Oral 

CO and KV met to discuss approaches for preventing issues encountered during previous Otitis Consensus 
Guideline projects. Comparisons were made to ACVIM processes, particularly surrounding corporate sponsorship 
and maintaining independence and non-bias. 

Members discussed the significant workload associated with consensus guideline development and whether 
remuneration should be provided. Several members agreed that Otitis represents an exceptionally large topic and 
may require subdivision into smaller guideline areas. 

Discussion additionally focused on: 

• Establishing chairs or co-chairs for guideline groups 

• Creating timelines and accountability measures 

• Determining appropriate review periods for existing guidelines 

• Whether guideline updates should occur every five years 

• Whether remuneration should apply only to chairs or to entire working groups 

Suggestions included: 

• Providing a fixed amount (approximately €5,000–€20,000 depending on project scope) to be distributed at 
the discretion of the chair 

• Linking payments to successful completion and adherence to timelines 

• Offering incentives such as complimentary World Congress registration 



• Creating penalties for failure to meet agreed deadlines 

LB expressed the opinion that guideline participation should remain voluntary and professionally motivated, 
whereas several other members emphasized the substantial workload involved and the importance of compensation. 

The committee generally agreed that additional structure and formalization are needed before future guideline 
projects proceed. 

KV and CN to draft a proposed remuneration and accountability agreement for consensus guideline authors, 
including timelines, penalties, and suggested compensation structures. 

Education Committee to consider future subjects for additional consensus guidelines. 

XII. Social Media Update – Oral 

MR reported meeting with Anisha during the ESVD meeting and noted an increase in emails being received 
regarding social media promotion requests. Relevant items are being scheduled and posted as event dates approach. 

Discussion took place regarding permissions for use of photographs and personal representations on social media 
platforms. Members were encouraged to submit regional dermatology meeting information and updates for 
promotion. 

KV questioned whether regional dermatology meetings should routinely be promoted through WAVD social media. 
SP and MR agreed that broader dissemination of information is beneficial for the organization and community. 

MR encouraged all committee members to continue forwarding relevant information, events, and updates for social 
media promotion. 

SW reported that the website continues to function well and no major issues were identified at this time. 



Any Other Business: 

Date of next meeting: October 3, 2026 

California & Vancouver:                                11pm  (Friday Oct 2 night before)    

Guadalajara	 	 	 	 	 1am	 	 	 	  

Mexico City & Houston:	 	 	 1am	 	 	 	  

Raleigh & Bogota	 	 	 	 2am 	 	 	 	  

UK                                                                 7am 	 	 	 	  

Belgium, Sweden and Italy                    	 8am 	 	 	  

Finland	 	 	 	 	 9am	 	 	 	  

India                                                               12:30pm 	 	 	  

Hong Kong & Perth:                                       3pm 	 	 	 	  

Tokyo                                                             4pm 	 	 	 	  
Brisbane	 	 	 5pm	  



Appendix A: Action Items 

Action Item Lead Status/Remarks 

New Action Items

All AC members to consult with their boards regarding future 
WVDD events and provide feedback to SC/SP by the end of May. All

SC to e-mail all AC members to send their decision about 
WVDD2027 by the end of May. SC Complete

All AC members to discuss the Veterinary Dermatology Museum 
concept with their respective boards/member organization and 
revisit the topic at the next meeting.

All

SC to send the speaker applications received for WCVD11 and 
WVDD2027 to Chiara Noli and Galia Sheinberg. SC Complete

KV and KC to draft a proposed remuneration and accountability 
agreement for consensus guideline authors, including timelines, 
penalties, and suggested compensation structures.

KV

Education Committee to consider future subjects for additional 
consensus guidelines. EC

Past Action Items

African dermatology Association: SP to meet with working group to 
work on creating regional small animal associations that will grow 
into an African veterinary dermatology association and become a 
member of WAVD.

SP Ongoing 

New Members: KN to reach out to list of scholars about becoming an 
AiSVD member. SH/CT to present update at next meeting. KN  Ongoing

AC to send COI forms to SW or Secretariat Central. All Ongoing (Mostly Received)

AiCVD: KN to bring a formal proposal to include the Indian 
Veterinarians in the AiCVD to the next AiCVD meeting. KN Ongoing

Social Media: MR to put together some social media guidelines (what is 
going to be shared). MR Ongoing

Social Media: All AC members to share good news stories through MR. MR Ongoing 



Completed Action Items 

Any AC members are unable to complete verification online to inform PF 
so a third party company can be sought. All Ongoing

KV to confirm with the ESVD that they are alright with sharing the 
webinar to post on the WAVD website. KV Ongoing

Any additional questions can be sent to SP to be collected and sent to the 
organizing committee. All Ongoing

KV to invite approved individuals to sit on the Shindelka approval panel. KV Ongoing

SP to speak with CN to move forward with the bursaries for WCVD11. SP Ongoing

SP to meet with Dechra representative to progress the Otitis Consensus 
Guidelines and sponsorship. SP Ongoing

SP will follow up with previous social media action items. SP Ongoing 

SP will follow up with previous social media action items. SP Ongoing

Action Item Lead Status/Remarks 

All MOs to send Organizational reports All Done

Social Media: MR to send preferred email address to SW to be added on 
the website and shared with the AC MR Done

PF to send email to the administrative committee with link to complete 
verification online. PF Done

LB to send updated WCVD Bid Criteria document to SW by early-mid 
February LB Done

SW to send updated WCVD Bid Criteria document to entire 
administrative Committee by March. SW

Done Update: has been sent to 
LB, VD, SP and PF, and 
approved.



SW to send contact information for Shindelka approval panel to KV SW Done

SW to advertise the Shindelka award on listserv SW Done

CO/KV to bring plan for moving forward/remunerating editors to WAVD 
May meeting CO/KV Done


