
  

 

WAVD AC Meeting  

Minutes  

September 21, 2024  

  

Attended: S. Paterson (SP), President of WAVD, Member-at-Large  

S. White (SW), Secretary of WAVD, Secretary (de facto President) WCVD8  

V. Defalque (VD), Representative Canadian Academy of Veterinary Dermatology 

(CAVD  

C. Outerbridge (CO), Representative American College of Veterinary Dermatology  

(ACVD), President WCVD10  

C. Sousa (CS), Member-at-Large  

K. Varjonen (KV), Representative European Society of Veterinary Dermatology 

(ESVD)  

N. Balasubramanian (NB), Representative India Association for Veterinary 

Dermatology  

(IAVD)  

K. Nishifuji (KN), Representative Asian Society of Veterinary Dermatology 

(AiSVD)  

P. Forsythe (PF), Treasurer of WAVD, Member-at-Large  

M. Paradis (MP), President of WCVD7  

J. Aslan (JA), Representative, Dermatology Chapter of the Australian and New 

Zealand  

College of Veterinary Scientists  

J. Budgin (JB), Representative American Academy of Veterinary Dermatology 

(AAVD) W. Rodan (WR), Representative Latin American Society of Veterinary 

Dermatology (SLDV)  

A. Cordero (AC), Representative Latin American Society of Veterinary Dermatology  

(SLDV)  

C. Noli (CN), Representative European College of Veterinary Dermatology 

(ECVD) L. Beco (LB), President of WCVD11  

  

Regrets:  

M. Burrows (MB), Representative Dermatology Chapter of the Australian and New  

Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists (DCACVS), President of WCVD9  

E. Rothstein (ER), Secretary WCVD10 B. Wildermuth (BW), Member-at-Large  

S. Hobi (SH), Representative Asian College of Veterinary Dermatology (AiCVD)  

  

  

*Agreement/Motions 

Passed 

*Action 

Required 
  

  

  



  

 

 I.  Declaration of Interest  

The AC has two new members: Chiara Noli and Luc Beco, who will need to complete the Conflict 

of Interest Forms.  

  

SW to send out declaration of interest forms to Chiara Noli and Luc Beco after the meeting.  

  

These have been returned to SW. 

 II.  Introductions and updates  

SP met with Jane Sykes and Mike Lappin at WSAVA. A working group to be set up with 

WAVD, WSAVA and ISCAID. A preliminary meeting will be taking place in October, the 

AC will need to nominate someone to participate.  

  

Jill Ying Yee, who could not attend in Boston would like to meet with KN and SH to see how the 

WAVD can help with dermatology in China.  

  

 III.  Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting  

  

MOTION - The minutes from the 25 July 2024 AC Meeting were approved. (Alberto Cordero/ 

Peter Forsythe M/S/C)   

  

KN brought up the concern from the last meeting, that several Asian veterinary societies are 

forming in Asia and would like the WAVD to support the AiSVD as the only society that is 

a member of the WAVD. This is a concern in India as well.  

SP reminded that the WAVD cannot endorse events but can show support to the member societies.  

  

SW to write up a notice for the WAVD website that supports the Asian Society and Asian  

College  as the sole organization to grant diplomat status.   

  

This notice has been added to the Website: https://wavd.org/our-members/  

  

 IV.  Action Items from last meeting (See appendix A)  

  

 V.  Treasurer’s Report and Insurance Update  

The WAVD accounts have been depleted by about 100,000 euros due to the WCVD 10 meeting 
in July. 28,000 euros went to scholarships to Boston, 20,000 euros was reimbursements to AC 

members, and 4800 euros for speakers. An additional 4000 euros for insurance and 3500 euros to 

the solicitors for reviewing the privacy policy which will go on the website. 16,000 euro loans to 
WCVD10 as the European speakers were paid through WAVD to save transfer expenses. A new 

WISE account is active which will be used in the future to save expenses on international 

transfers.  

  

The deposit for the conference centre in Seville will be taken out soon as well. There has been no 

additional income since July.  

  

PF will create a 4-year plan when a final budget from WCVD10 is received.  



  

  

 

  

Directors and officers and cyber insurance are now in place. The AC must decide if the WAVD 

needs to be covered for the risk of being sued because of the educational material WAVD has 

produced. There is a disclaimer on the website. PF has been speaking with the Veterinary Defense 

Society in the UK to adopt their practice insurance policy to protect the WAVD.  

SP confirmed the disclaimer on the website and since veterinarians will have their own 

professional indemnity insurance, indicated that we may use that disclaimer  

  

KV spoke about veterinary textbooks and whether they would be used for the information 

provided in the books. SP confirmed that typically textbooks would have disclaimers as well. SW 

doesn’t feel that the WAVD needs it.  

  

The decision was made for WAVD not to proceed with working with the VDS. PF feels that the 

speaker contract should stipulate that anyone contributing articles or webinars to the WAVD 

should have their own professional indemnity insurance.  

  

MOTION – The financial report was approved. (Stephen White/Catherine Outerbridge M/S/C)  

  

 VI.  Approval of Secretariat for a further 2 years  

  

SP spoke about the contract for Secretariat Central and the difference between the old and new 

contract. This contract is for 2 years instead of 1 and there is a slight increase in cost.  

  

It was unanimously agreed to sign the contract with Secretariat Central for 2 years.  

  

VII. Latin American College of Veterinary Dermatology Application to be a Provisional/Member 

of the WAVD  

  

SP asked AC to confirm that the requested contract is for full membership or provisional of 

WAVD. AC confirmed that it could be either depending on the decision of the WAVD. The 

WAVD typically provides provisional membership at the beginning of an association. The 

LACVD has been around for a short time but has been very advanced as they have had the 
support of other colleges.  

  

SP asked KN if the Asian college began as a full member. It was confirmed by KN that they were 

provisional and then reapplied and received full.  

SP asked AC to give a presentation on the LACVD in order to receive approval for provisional 

membership with the WAVD.  

  



  

 

The LACVD has created an exam to establish diplomates and 

ended up with 22 total. Created the structure for a residency program and presented it to the diplomates. 

10 residents were approved and will be starting in 2025. SP proposed a discussion with the rest of the 

WAVD before a decision is made.  

SW asked if the test given to receive diplomat status was given in English or Spanish. AC 

confirmed that the official language of the LACVD is English. CN commented on the exam 

itself, many questions were pulled from the European, Asian and American Colleges making it 

comparable, but the passing rate was not as high. CN feels that this demonstrates the quality of 

the Latin College and the examination.  

CO asked how much the security cost for the LACVD college exam. CN and AC confirmed it 

was about 10,000 for the contract but it was worth it as any unusual behaviour was caught. AC 

was asked to leave the meeting for the time being.  

KV asked how long the residency is and supervised training. AC confirmed that the residency 

program is at least 3 years but could be up to 6 years.  

  

CN asked for clarification on what the difference is between the provisional and full member 

for the WAVD. SW confirmed that provisional members cannot vote and must be reverified 

for continued and eventually full membership moving forward. CN clarified that in this case, 

there will be no additional diplomates until the residents finish their programs.  

CO commented that there is no specific timeline for provisional membership to become full. The 

idea would be to confirm if they are a fully functioning organization that should be recognized 

and supported by the WAVD. KV believes in having the ability to assess others who want to train 

diplomates.  

  

CO stated that the WAVD website says the provisional membership is normally for 5 years, and 

at that time the organization will be reassessed for acceptance, for full membership or 

maintenance of provisional status for a further 5-year period.  

  

KN states that his organization was only provisional for 1 year and was accepted as a full 

member of the WAVD because they completed all the requirements. It would be the 
responsibility of the LACVD to reapply for full membership. SP confirmed that the Asian group 

had the residency in place when accepted as provisional members. This would explain the shorter 

timeline for full membership.  

  

CO suggests that there should be a document given to the provisional members, so they are aware 

of what qualifications are needed to apply for membership.  

  

SP confirmed that the administrative committee is happy with offering the LACVD 

provisional membership and to have them reapply when residents have gone through the 

program, as they are producing diplomates. AC joined the meeting again and was informed 

of the decision.  

  

SP to draft a formal letter inviting the LACVD to join as a provisional member of the WAVD.  



  

  

 

Matters for Discussion  

VIII.  Post WCVD10 Report  

  

CO spoke about the success of WCVD10 in Boston. The registration report was sent to the 

committee detailing the number of registrations, the countries and the types. 1350 registrants 
were paid, 250 were complimentary and a smaller additional number of registrations was for 

the virtual program.  

Including the virtual program, people from over 70 countries attended the event.  

400,000 has already been given to WAVD as licensing fees. Venue West has 90 days to finalize 

the books. Following that, the money spent from WAVD will be transferred from WCVD10.  

Venue West has sent out a post-conference survey, and when received, CO will put together a 

report on the results. The goal is to wrap up the financials by December to allow for tax filing in 

April and not have it carry over to 2025.  

  

CO to send SOP style notes to LB to assist with planning for WCVD11.  

  

 IX.  Updated on Progress for WCVD11  

  

LB confirmed that the core committee has been put together. VD is the secretary/vice president. 

Claudia has accepted the job as treasurer. CN will be the coordinator of the scientific program and 

has reached out to members to form a committee.  

The website has been secured and the logo is being worked on. LB to meet with Seville in 

November.  

The goal is to make the WCVD 11 meeting affordable for everyone around the world to attend.  

SP agrees with making the meeting affordable and feels that Seville is more affordable than 

Boston.  

  

SW proposed formally accepting LB’s WCVD11 report as this will approve the committee that 

has been appointed. SP reminded LB that there will be other committee chairs that will need to 
be brought to the AC for approval. LB feels that WCVD11 should not need publication 

requirements as this has restricted the speakers in Boston. CO agrees with that but feels that when 

the WAVD pays the way for speakers it is an expectation that they publish those papers.  

  

MOTION – The WCVD11 report was approved. (Stephen White/Katarina Varjonen M/S/C)  

  

 X.  Formation of African Veterinary Dermatology Association  

  

SP spoke with Anita Patel about setting up a veterinary dermatology group in Sub-Saharan 

Africa. She has already created a dermatology group in Kenya. SP asked the AC if there was a 

desire to progress this. The AC agreed. SP suggested having Anita attend a future meeting to 

propose this for herself with more detail.  



  

 

KV wanted to confirm that the goal is to establish 

national groups as this would be easier than a full African one. SP is unsure if a national group 

would be too challenging at first and suggested regional groups. This could be brought up to 

Anita.  

JB added that African is very large with a dramatic change depending on where in the continent 

you are and feels that focusing on regions would be the more reasonable approach.  

  

SP to invite Anita to attend a future WAVD meeting to provide a more detailed proposal.  

  

 XI.  Support for MOs from WAVD endorsement  

  

SW feels that all MOs are aware that when it comes to announcing conferences, they can say they 

are members of the WAVD but not claim that the WAVD is sponsoring the conference.  

  

XII.  WVDD 2026 Proposal to take back to MOs  

  

SP provided the AC with the proposal sent from the E-learning Vet about the virtual event on 

World Veterinary Dermatology Day. SP feels that the proposal is very ambitious, providing 12 

hours of CPD for free throughout the day with 4-hour sessions with a break in between that 

would run according to time zones around the world. This would be run at no cost to the WAVD, 

and the profits would be split 50-50.  

KV wanted to confirm whether the 12 hours of content were all unique or if the 4 hours were 

repeated.  

SP confirmed that all 12 hours would be unique content.  

CS asked where the payment for the speakers would come from. SP stated that they would be paid 

out of the generated income.  

VD asked if the 3000-4000 registration estimate was realistic since the virtual registration for 

WCVD10 was only 700 and asked CO if the E-learning Vet did a good job. CO confirmed that 

they did a very good job but were not involved in the financials. SP reminded everyone that this 

event is free if you watch live but would cost money to watch it afterwards.  

  

SP asked the AC to take this information to discuss with MOs and come back with suggestions at 

the meeting in March.  

  

Matters for report  

  

XIII.  Education Committee Report  

  

Dr. Vikas has come up with a series of quizzes that the education committee would like to put on 

the website. An introduction is included which indicates that you don’t get any CE credit for 
taking the quizzes and that the WAVD is not supporting them. CS asked the AC if they were 

comfortable with the quizzes going on the website. SW is not comfortable with the quizzes being 

on the WAVD site but would be if it was only a link to them. SP suggested them being placed on 
the Indian veterinary Dermatology site. NB agreed to this.  

  



  

  

 

NB to post the quizzes on the Indian Veterinary Dermatology website.  

  

CS spoke about how they have been in contact with WSAVA about linking to WAVD’s 

educational information. This item is currently on hold until a new person is in place to ensure 

that their site is working. WVDD content is supposed to be recorded shortly and will find out a 

deadline during the next meeting in October.  

  

KV added that Wiley has published a document about writing for publication and it is free for 

anyone through Wiley and asked if it could be added to the website. SW to investigate this.  

  

SP to investigate if Wiley’s document about writing for publication can be added to the website.  

  

 Scholarship Committee Report  

  

JA expressed her thanks to the committee for supporting the scholarships. The committee has 

proposed to SP to increase the number of scholarships from 30 to 100 in-person attendees and 

suggested setting up a charitable donation fund for individuals. PF spoke with the WAVD 

accountant, and this sounds complicated and expensive. MB suggested that the MO’s do research 

to see if a donation form could be tax deductible.  

KV worries that this will be complicated as it involves national legislation since MO’s would be 

dealing with countries and not regions.  

  

CS would like the names of the scholars from this year to direct them to the WAVD education 

materials page. A few members were worried about whether they had permission to contact them. 

CS suggested drafting the message and having MB forward it to the scholars.  

  

PF suggested going back to the accountant and attempting to progress the charitable donation fund 

for the WAVD with additional details from MB and JA.  

  

XIV.  Other Business  

  

Clinical Consensus guidelines are close to putting a manuscript on the website and will need a 

way of capturing comments when people add to it. CO will be emailing all MO representatives to 

forward the information to their member organizations to let them know that they can go and 

review manuscripts and make comments on the WAVD website.   



  

 

  

  

   

 
  

Appendix A  

  

 

  

  

  

Action Item  Lead  Status/Remarks  

New Members: SW to send out 

declaration of interest forms to Chiara 

Noli and Luc Beco after the meeting.  

  
SW  

 Accomplished and received  

WAVD Website: SW to write up a notice for 

the WAVD website that supports the Asian 

society and Asian college as the sole 

organization to grant diplomat status.  

  
  

SW  

Accomplished  

LACVD: SP to draft a formal letter inviting 

the  

LACVD to join as a provisional member of the  

WAVD.  

  
SP  

  

WCVD10: CO to send SOP style notes to LB to 

assist with planning for WCVD11.  

  
CO  

  

African dermatology Association: SP to 

invite Anita to attend a future WAVD meeting 

to provide a more detailed proposal for an 

African veterinary dermatology association.  

  
  

SP  

  

Quizzes: NB to post the quizzes on the Indian 

Veterinary Dermatology website.  

  
NB  

  

WAVD Website: SP to investigate if 

Wiley’s document about writing for 

publication can be added to the website.  

  
SP  

  

New Members:  

MB to reach out to scholar about becoming an 

AiSVD member and follow up on Koji contact.  

  
MB  

  



  

  

 

Treasurers Report: SP to talk to WASAVA 

about how they handle cancelled meetings.  SP  
  

Image Gallery: SF to get contract with 

Media company and send contract to 

ELANCO for the Gallery.  

  
SH  
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