
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE 

WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR VETERINARY DERMATOLOGY 

Saturday, 16 September 2023, 02:00AM EST 

Zoom | Meeting ID: 846 4840 5939 

 

Minutes 

Attended: S. Paterson (SP), President of WAVD, Member-at-Large 

S. White (SW), Secretary of WAVD, Secretary (de facto President) WCVD8  

P. Forsythe (PF), Treasurer of WAVD, Member-at-Large 

J. Aslan (JA), Representative, Australian and New Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists 

V. Defalque (VD), Representative Canadian Academy of Veterinary Dermatology (CAVD)  

C. Outerbridge (CO), Representative American College of Veterinary Dermatology 

(ACVD), President WCVD10 

M. Burrows (MB), Representative Dermatology Chapter of the Australian and New Zealand 

College of Veterinary Scientists (DCACVS) 

C. Sousa (CS), Member-at-Large 

K. Varjonen (KV), Representative European Society of Veterinary Dermatology (ESVD) 

B. Wildermuth (BW), Member-at-Large 

J. Fontaine (JF), Representative European College of Veterinary Dermatology (ECVD) 

S. Hobi (SH), Representative Asian College of Veterinary Dermatology (AiCVD) 

A. Cordero (AC), Representative Latin American Society of Veterinary Dermatology 

(SLDV) 

N. Balasubramanian (NB), Representative India Association for Veterinary Dermatology 

(IAVD) 

 

Regrets: J. Budgin (JB), Representative American Academy of Veterinary Dermatology (AAVD)  

  K. Nishifuji (KN), Representative Asian Society of Veterinary Dermatology (AiSVD) 

 M. Paradis (MP), President of WCVD7 

E. Rothstein (ER), Secretary WCVD10  

   

*Agreement/Motions Passed 

*Action Required 

 

I. Welcome and Announcements – S. Paterson 

SP welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Jaylan Aslan, the new President of the 

Dermatology Chapter of the Australia and New Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists. 

 

II. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes – S. Paterson 

The minutes from the 03 June 2023 AC Meeting were approved. (Mandy Burrows / Katarina Varjonen 

M/S/C) 

 

III. Action Items from Last Meeting – S. White 

• SW to invite the remaining Schindelka Committee members. Completed- all members have agreed to 

serve on it. There is one nomination received, with the possibility of two more. A decision will be made 

based on the total number of nominations. Update: there are now a total of three nominations received. 

• SP requested two volunteers from the AC to undertake the site visit for WCVD11 in Seville, Spain. 

Completed- CO and Rosario conducted the visit after the European College and Society Meeting. 



• Peter Ihrke Scholarship and WCVD10 Scholarship. In-progress- MB reported that the Peter Ihrke 

Scholarship has received 3 applicants. More updates to be discussed on the scholarship on the 

Education Committee agenda. 

• SP/BW to draft a survey and send it to the Dermatology listserve to gauge interest and potential usage 

of the Digital Library. Completed- BW presented the survey sent and cost-benefits of the Digital Atlas. 

• Consensus Guidelines. In-progress- CO and KV discussed the need for a focused approach when 

selecting topics for consensus guidelines. The possibility of creating guidelines on subjects such as 

pemphigus and Pseudomonas otitis was mentioned. 

• SW to arrange a short presentation from the IAVD. Completed. 

 

IV. Treasurer’s Report – P. Forsythe 

• There were no questions about the Financial Report document sent to the AC members. SP mentioned 

there was an additional matter to discuss regarding an extension to the Peter Ihrke Scholarship but 

suggested it could be addressed later. 

 

PF to discuss insurance for board members at the next AC Meeting in December. 

 

V. Presentation from IAVD for full membership of WAVD- N. Balasubramanian 

NB gave a presentation on behalf of the Association for Veterinary Dermatology, India (IAVD), seeking 

full membership in the organization. NB shared information about their activities, goals, and how they 

align with the objectives of the WAVD. The presentation highlighted the Indian Association's 

commitment to advancing the field of veterinary dermatology in India and the surrounding regions.  

 

Key points: 

• Established on December 6, 2019, became a provisional member of WAVD on December 8, 

2019. 

• Objectives: Develop infrastructure, raise standards, create diplomates, identify dermatological 

issues, and promote awareness. 

• Activities: Conducted webinars, workshops on various diseases, and a successful Indian 

Congress for Veterinary Dermatology (ICVD). 

• Promotes education, offers awards, research grants, and uses social media for outreach. 

• Future plans: Form state chapters, certificate courses, encourage diplomates, launch a journal, 

and conduct dermatology referral camps. 

• Encouraging young veterinarians to pursue diplomate status through international colleges. 

 

VI. Matters for Decision  

 

• Presentation from IAVD for full membership of WAVD- Nagarajan Balasubramanian 

AC members expressed support for granting full membership to the IAVD. The association's 

achievements and initiatives were commended. It was noted that Indian veterinary schools lack 

accreditation from international accrediting organizations, raising questions about the competence of 

Indian veterinarians. As a result, there was a consensus that Indian veterinarians pursuing diplomate 

status should go through the Asian or European colleges to ensure consistent standards. The committee 

also raised concerns about the IAVD hosting a national meeting shortly before the World Congress and 

the potential impact on surplus sharing. 

 

AC members agreed to take the proposal back to their respective member organizations for review and 
decision. A deadline of September 23rd was set for members to communicate their decision to the 

Secretariat. 

 

 

• WVDD 2024 Update & Promotional Materials Quote – C. Sousa for J. Budgin 



CS provided an update on World Veterinary Dermatology Day (WVDD) for 2024. It was reported that 

the event was progressing well, with speakers, budget, and deadlines all in place. CS confirmed that 

there were no outstanding financial decisions to be made, as the budget had already been approved in 

the previous meeting. 

 

CS/JB to ensure the recordings of the WVDD2024 lectures proceed as planned. 

 

VII. Matters for Discussion 

 

• Education Committee (Oral Report) – C. Sousa 

CS also gave an update on the Education Committee's recent activities and mentioned the progress of 

creating two-page summaries of clinical consensus guidelines, which had received approval from 

some authors. A list of global educational opportunities was being developed and would be shared 

with member organizations for further refinement. Additionally, the committee discussed the potential 

for live webinars, which would be explored in future meetings. 

 

• Scholarship Committee – M. Burrows 

 

a. Peter Ihrke Scholarship 

MB reported that the action items from previous minutes included reviewing scholarship criteria and 

checking website functionality, both of which were completed. The WCVD website was also updated 

with a video from a previous scholarship recipient, Veronica Parija. The scholarship committee was 

also in the process of obtaining a video from Sabrina Costa, another past recipient. 

 

MB also mentioned that the application period for the Peter Ihrke scholarship was open until the end of 

September. They had received three applicants, and she asked the committee if they would consider 

extending the application deadline. BW inquired about the usual number of applicants for the Peter 

Ihrke scholarship. MB explained that they usually receive a handful of applications, and the scholarship 

committee uses a rubric to evaluate and score each applicant's credentials.  

 

BW raised a concern about the timing of the Peter Ihrke scholarship overlapping with the WCVD 

scholarships, potentially overwhelming applicants. MB explained that under normal circumstances, the 

rotation for scholarships would be annual. However, due to COVID-19, the rotation schedule was 

affected. It was noted that having applicants apply for both scholarships could be advantageous for 

those who didn't receive the Peter Ihrke scholarship but still wished to attend WCVD. MB highlighted 

the benefits of running the Peter Ihrke and WCVD scholarships concurrently, as it allowed applicants to 
have an opportunity to attend WCVD even if they were not awarded the Peter Ihrke scholarship. 

 

Three applicants have applied for the scholarship so far, with the deadline set for September 30. MB 

expressed her desire to discuss whether to extend the deadline for this scholarship. 

 

The committee agreed not to extend the deadline for the Peter Ihrke scholarship at this time. 

 

b. WCVD10 Scholarship 

Similar action items from previous minutes, including reviewing criteria and website functionality, were 

successfully completed. As of the meeting, there were 16 scholarship applications. Notable points 

include five applicants from India, three from Latin American countries, and the rest from various 

regions. Update: we now have more than 30 applicants. 

 

BW raised concerns about applicants who might not return to their home countries and whether 

language barriers could affect their involvement. MB emphasized the importance of applicants outlining 

how they planned to disseminate their gained knowledge in their regions, which was a criterion for the 

scholarship.  

 



SP also raised concerns about the cost of attending the Congress, as some recipients found it too 

expensive, particularly when travel expenses were added to the grant. MB responded by explaining that 

while the cost was a concern, there had not been issues with applicants not attending due to funding 

constraints in the past. She noted that the scholarship aimed to create regional leaders who would 

contribute to the organization's vision and mission. 

 

BW inquired about the possibility of applicants conducting webinars in their native languages to 

overcome language barriers. KV shared her experience with the ESVD scholarships, where some 

recipients declined due to the high cost of attending the Congress in Gothenburg. 

 

SP and VD discussed the possibility of extending the application deadline for the scholarship, given the 

initial goal was to have 30 applicants, but only 16 had applied so far. MB expressed her willingness to 

extend the deadline but proposed closing the Peter Ihrke scholarship application and deciding on it first. 

MB suggested sending out a news release indicating the closure of Peter Ihrke applications and then 

reviewing the WCVD10 scholarship applications with the committee's input. The potential extension 

would likely be for another 30 days. 

 

VD suggested checking with potential applicants from China and Brazil for any additional applications. 

SP and BW acknowledged the success in increasing applications and the importance of communicating 

with potential Chinese and Brazilian applicants. 

 

MB agreed to review the strategy and consult with VD, SP, and BW to determine the best course of 

action regarding the application deadline for WCVD 10 Scholarship. 

 

• WCVD9 Lecture/WAVD Webinar Resource – BW 

BW provided an update on WCVD 9 lectures and the WAVD webinar resource. Lectures were 

downloaded after the online Congress, sorted, and categorized into level one and two. Discussions were 

held about which lectures to retain for the webinar education program. BW proposed that MB, SW, and 

he review the lectures for final selection. 

 

After discussion, it was decided that BW, MB, and SW would proceed with the lectures review. 

 

VIII. Matters for Report 

 

• ISVD Report – S. White 

SW presented the International Society of Veterinary Dermatopathology (ISVD) report, which was for 
informational purposes. The report highlighted that ISVD was organized and had a presence at the 

European College and Society of Veterinary Pathology meeting in Lisbon September 2023. 

 

• Report on WCVD 10 Boston – C. Outerbridge 

CO provided an extensive update on WCVD Boston. The site visit to Boston went well, and 

arrangements for lecture rooms and catering were discussed. The program development and speaker 

identification were in progress. Registration costs for the virtual Congress were being considered, 

including sponsor ticket packages. 

 

CO has mentioned that some speakers were hesitant to write manuscripts for the Veterinary 

Dermatology journal. 

Sponsorship and the exhibition were progressing well, with the potential for nine (9) Principal sponsors. 

CO also mentioned the need for a safe depository for WCVD photos. 

 

• WCVD Séville Site Visit – C. Outerbridge 

CO also reported on the site visit to Seville for the WCVD11. It was noted that Seville had the 

necessary facilities but required creative space utilization. The Congress Center had a large theater that 



could be divided into lecture halls but needed careful scheduling. The exhibit space was available but 

required consideration of exhibitor setup logistics. Transportation logistics between hotels and the 

Congress Center were highlighted as a consideration. 

 

SP mentioned the need to confirm the WCVD 11 President. SP to discuss the process of selecting the 

WCVD 11 president with the relevant parties. 

 

• Publicity Committee Report – B. Wildermuth  

BW provided a quick update, Brett will finalize the WCVD scholarship video, which includes 

interviews with Alberto, Fernando, and Richard. 

 

IX. Other Business Items  

 

a. Member Organizations (MO) Report 

VD brought up the annual MO Reports submitted this year and suggested discussing the submissions 

among the AC Members. The MO Reports will have to be submitted again early next year. 

 

Secretariat Central will provide an update on the list of MOs who have submitted their reports and AC 

members to discuss these reports at the next AC meeting. 

 

b. WCVD Financial Support for Residents 

SH raised a question regarding financial support for residents attending WCVD from Asian countries, 

as not all colleges in Asia may provide such support. The participants discussed the possibility of 

scholarships or financial aid for residents and whether commercial sponsors could help support 

residents. MB mentioned that in previous instances, certain colleges and organizations, such as Royal 

Canin, had provided financial support for residents to attend WCVD.  

 

c. WSAVA Membership 

SP mentioned that she would update the group after her presentation at the World Small Animal 

Veterinary Association (WSAVA) Assembly regarding associate membership. 

 

X. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Next meeting will be in December 2023  

  



Appendix A 

 

Action Item Lead Status/Remarks 

Treasurer’s Report: PF to include discussion on 

insurance for board members at the next AC 

Meeting in December. 

PF  

IAVD Membership Proposal: AC members 

agreed to take the proposal back to their 

respective member organizations for review and 

decision. A deadline of September 23rd was set 

for members to communicate their decision to 

Secretariat Central (SC). 

SC In-Progress 

Education Committee: CS/JB to ensure the 

recordings of the WVDD2024 lectures proceed as 

planned 

CS/JB  

WCVD 10 Scholarship:  MB to review the 

strategy and consult with Vincent, Sue, and Brett 

to determine the best course of action regarding 

the application deadline for WCVD 10 

Scholarship. 

MB 

 

WCVD11:  SP mentioned the need to confirm the 

WCVD 11 President. SP to discuss the process of 

selecting the WCVD 11 president with the 

relevant parties. 

 

SP  

MO Reports: Secretariat Central will provide an 

update on the list of MOs who have submitted 

their reports and AC members to discuss these 

reports at the next AC meeting. 

SC  

WSAVA Membership: SP mentioned that she 

would update the group after her presentation at 

the World Small Animal Veterinary Association 

(WSAVA) Assembly regarding associate 

membership. 

SP  
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