
BIDDING AND REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 12th WORLD CONGRESS OF 
VETERINARY DERMATOLOGY   

The World Association for Veterinary Dermatology (WAVD) is now welcoming formal 
bids for the 12th World Congress of Veterinary Dermatology to be held in 2032. All 
bids will be assessed by an independent panel of experts. These will be individuals 
(not necessarily veterinarians) with expertise in congress organization within the 
veterinary sector and who will have a good working knowledge of city venues and 
Congress Centres. None of these individuals will be involved or benefit from any of 
the bids should they be successful.     

All bids should be received by midnight (GMT) October 15th, 2026 so they can be 
assessed by the independent panel which will compile a short list of three bids to be 
taken forward to the WAVD Administrative Committee (AC) meeting in January 2027. 
No bids will be considered after this deadline. 

The WAVD AC meeting in January 2027 will be held virtually and all finalists will be 
invited to send a representative(s) to present a 10-minute formal presentation to 
accompany their supporting paperwork.  

After the presentations the WAVD AC will give comments to the finalists and ask for 
any points of clarification before making a final decision at their meeting in May 2027. 
Using the historic geographic rotation of previous World Congresses, higher 
consideration will be given to bids from venues other than Europe and North America 
for this Congress. However, that does not preclude consideration and selection of 
venues from other parts of the world. Any bid must be supported by the local member 
organization(s) of the WAVD.  The goal is to hold the World Congress in locations 
where there is strong support for and the ability to advance the specialty globally, and 
organize a scientifically and financially successful meeting. 
Please send all bids to: Stephen D. White, DVM, DACVD, Secretary WAVD, 
sdwhite@ucdavis.edu   

DESTINATION REQUIREMENTS   
ACCESS    
• By air: Convenient for international air travel access from all continents, and for 

domestic air travel for host country. Airport must be “user friendly” with adequate 
signage for those delegates not speaking the local language 

• By train: Fast train connection is ideal. It must be “user friendly” as stated above 
for airports

• Travel to City Center: Should be efficient and inexpensive with easy onward travel 
to hotels, and include multiple modes of transportation (taxi, ride-share, bus, 
shuttle, subway/metro, train, tram, etc.).

•  
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WEATHER, GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION AND TIME OF THE YEAR 
• Geographic Location: Should offer interesting options for pre- and post-Congress 

tours for delegates to book themselves. A high attendance from local veterinarians 
should be encouraged. 

• Time of the year: The timing of the World Congress should be chosen so that it 
does not conflict with any other major events in the veterinary field. It should also 
take into account the pricing of host hotels and congress venue(s), which may 
vary depending on the time of the year. If possible, important dates for the world's 
major religious holidays should be avoided.   

• Weather: Predicted to be warm and dry with low humidity and precipitation.

CITY, SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONGRESS VENUE AND HOST 
HOTELS 
• City: Should be attractive to overseas and domestic visitors and easy to navigate. 

Should offer many interesting opportunities for local tourism for accompanying 
persons

• Sponsorship Opportunities: The Congress must be held in a location that is 
attractive to potential sponsors and where they can derive benefit from being 
heavily involved 

• Congress Venue: Venue should be a modern, state-of-the-art conference facility, 
preferably with a history of hosting medical or veterinary scientific conferences 

Host Hotels: There must be a good range of hotels in close proximity to the 
Congress Venue, including some at lower cost. The availability of student-type 
accommodation for students/interns/residents is an added advantage 

•
• Travel to city center: Should be efficient with easy onward travel to hotels, with 

multiple modes of transportation as noted above under Access. 
•

TAXATION AND SUPPORT 
• Taxation: There should be a favorable national taxation environment for non-profit 

organizations 
• Other support: The support of local veterinary associations, convention bureaus, 

etc., is a significant advantage. A local dignitary adding a short official welcome at 
the Welcoming Ceremony is desirable. 

•

CONGRESS CENTER / HOTEL WITH CONVENTION CENTER:  MEETING 
CAPACITIES  
• Access: 

• A central location in the city or an easy access to the Congress venue from 
the city center are important.  
 

• Precongress meetings: 
2 days before the main congress:  
§ Resident program : One day: capacity 200 - 300? Could be organized in 

the main congress location or in a hotel 
o 1 day before the main congress:  
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§ Pre-Congress Industry Seminars: one day.  The rooms used for the main 
congress can be used for these sessions or a hotel with enough capacity 
could be an option. Three rooms of roughly similar capacity 500-600 
people to be used at the same time  

 
• Meeting rooms during the main event (3 days):  

o The official language of the Congress is English. The need for simultaneous 
translation will be based on geographic location, anticipated attendance from 
various parts of the world and cost.  
Artificial Intelligence tools (example: Wordly…) should be used to reduce 
costs. 
 

o Main congress duration: 3 days 
§ Main theater (Auditorium is preferred): 1.500 - 2000 delegates for the 

opening ceremony and 
Schindelka lecture or ability to live stream lecture into nearby rooms  

§ 2 other rooms: 500-750 (auditoriums are preferred)  
§ 6 to 10 rooms seating 75-200 delegates  
§ +/- 10 meeting rooms for committees and boards: 10 – 60 delegates 
§ Speaker Ready room: 20 pax with computer facilities 
§ Speaker Hospitality room: 20 pax with internet access  
§ Headquarters room for the WAVD WCVD officers of the Congress: 10 pax 
§ Back office for PCO near the registration desk (from pre-Congress day 

through third Congress day (usually Tuesday through Saturday) 
 

Example: WCVD 11 Seville 2028: 
§ Room 1: Auditorium : CE Advanced : 1950 pax 
§ Room 2: Brussels + Paris: State of the Art, Free communications, 

Supporting reviews : 750 pax 
§ Room 3: Auditorium 2+3: CE Basic 750 pax 
§ Room 4: Madrid Room : Dermatology around the World: 350 pax 
§ Room 5: Workshop in theater setting: 100 pax 
§ Room 6: Wetlab Classroom setting: 50 pax 
§ Room 7: ACVD residents – ISVD: Classroom 50 pax or theater 100 

pax 
§ 5-10 rooms max for Committees and boards: Theater setting: 10-80 

pax 
 
Commercial exhibition: 

o Commercial Exhibition space: at least 3,500 m2 [37674 sq feet] (total 
surface) 

o The commercial exhibition should include facilities for coffee breaks, boxed 
lunches (or buffet style if the floorplan allows it and a fast/efficient service is 
possible).  

o The exhibit hall should be in close proximity to the meeting rooms to allow 
fast/efficient attendee traffic during breaks.

o The exhibit hall and registration area should be available for setting up the 
day before and one day after the Congress (for breaking down). 
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o Specialized shipping, receiving, and logistics facilities to handle, store, and 
transport exhibitor materials

SOCIAL PROGRAM:  
 The support of local veterinary associations, convention bureaus, etc., is a 
significant advantage. 

• Welcome reception:  
o There must be a suitable venue to showcase the Congress with a capacity 
of 1500- 2000 guests 
o In the commercial exhibition hall or a nearby historical or cultural building. 
Support of the city or the province would be helpful 

 
• Two Social Evenings:  

o This has been one of the highlights of previous Congresses. Thought must 
be given as to venue, feasibility, format, etc. These may be located either at 
or external to the Congress Venue, preferably a nearby historical or cultural 
building, ideally, not requiring busses.   

o Capacity of +/- 1500 - 2000 guests   
o Usually a seated event, usually with entertainment 

 
THE BID OFFER SHOULD INCLUDE: 

 
o Rental fees of the Congress Venue with floormap and capacities of rooms
o AV description and cost 
o Technician fees and obligations  
o Cleaning needs and fees 
o Security needs and fees  
o Regulations regarding medical services and/or local fire department 
o Any other fees  
o Catering options (i.e. In-house catering vs. outside catering) and costs 

Hotels nearby: capacities and categories. Approximate cost of a 4-star 
hotel  

o Approximate cost of a coffee and a 3-course meal in the city’s 
restaurants

o Cost of public transportation within the city with any possibility from the 
city/region for discounted tickets. 
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